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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims 

1 . (Original) A method for selecting one of multiple proposed paths to a device, 
comprising: 

for each proposed path, determining a number of components the proposed path shares 
with existing paths to the device, wherein the components comprise points of failure such that if 
one component fails then the paths including the component fails; and 

using the determined number of shared components for each proposed path to select one 
proposed path . 



2. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein using the determined number of shared 
components to select one proposed path comprises selecting the proposed path having a least 
number of shared components with existing paths, and wherein the selected proposed path is 
selected to provide an additional path to the device. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1 , wherein using the determined number of shared 
components to select one proposed path comprises selecting the proposed path having a greatest 
number of shared components with existing paths, wherein each proposed path comprises one 
existing path to the device, and wherein the selected proposed path is selected to be removed as 
one of the paths to the device. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein each path includes an adaptor in a 
computer and an interface port in the device, wherein deterniining the number of components the 
proposed path has in common with existing paths further comprises determining a number of 
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components the adaptor in the proposed path shares with the adaptors of existing paths to the 
device and determining a number of components the proposed path shares with the interface 
ports of existing paths to the device. 



5. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein each path further includes a source port 
and destination port on a switch, wherein the adaptor for a path connects to the source port of the 
switch and wherein th e interface port for the path connects to the destination port of the switch, 
wherein determining the number of components the proposed path has in common with existing 
paths further comprises determining components on the switch the proposed path has in common 
with existing paths. 

6. (Original) The method of claim 5, wherein determining components on the switch 
the proposed path has in common, with existing pams further comprises: 

determining whether the proposed path and each existing path use the same switch; 

determining whether the source port of the proposed path is i n a port card including the 
source or destination port of any of the existing paths; and 

determining whether the destinati on port of th e proposed path is in a port card including 
the source or destination port of any of the existing paths. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 4, wherein the device comprises a control unit 
providing access to a storage space, and wherein each proposed path connects one adaptor in the 
computer with one interface port in the control unit. 

8. (Previously presented) A method for selecting one of multiple proposed paths to a 
device, comprising: 
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for each proposed path, determining a number of components the proposed path shares 
with existing paths to the device, wherein the components comprise points of failure such that if 
one component fails then the paths including the component fails, and maintainrag an availability 
index for each proposed path; 

using the detemiined number of sh ared components for each proposed path to select one 
proposed path by incrementing the availability index for each compon ent of th e proposed path 
and each existing path share, wherein the availability index is used to select the proposed path. 

9. (Original) A system for selecting one of multiple proposed paths to a device, 



means for determining, for each proposed path, a number of components the proposed 
path shares with existing paths to the device, wherein the components comprise points of failure 
such that if one component fails then the paths including the component fails; and 

means for using the determined number of shared components for each proposed path to 
select one proposed path. 

10. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the means for using the determined 
number of shared components to select one proposed path comprises means for selecting the 
proposed path having a least number of shared components with existing paths, and wherein the 
selected proposed path is selected to provide an additional path to the device. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein the means for using the determined 
number of shared components to select one proposed path comprises m eans for selecting the 
proposed path having a greatest number of shared components with existing paths, wherein each 
proposed path comprises one existing path to the device, and wherein the selected proposed path 
is selected to be removed as one of the paths to the device. 




comprising: 
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12. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein each path includes an adaptor in a 
computer and an interface pott in the device, wherein the means for determining the number of 
components the proposed path has in common with, existing paths further comprises means for 
determining a number of components the adaptor in the proposed path shares with th e adaptors 
of existing paths to the device and determining a number of components the proposed path shares 
with the interface ports of existing paths to the device. 

13. (Original) The system of claim 9, wherein each path further includes a source port 
and destination port on a switch, wherein the host adaptor for a path connects to the source port 
of the switch and wherein the interface port for the path connects to the destination port of the 
swi tch, wherein the means for determining the number of components the proposed path has in 
common with existing paths further comprises means for determining components on the switch 
the proposed path has in common with existing paths. 

14. (Original) The system of claim 13, wherein the means for determining components 
on the switch the proposed path has in common with existing paths further comprises: 

means for determining whether the proposed path and each existing path use the same 

switch; 

means for determining whether the source port of the proposed path is in a port card 
including the source or destination port of any of the existing paths; and 

means for determining whether the destination port of the proposed path is in a port card 
including the source or destination port of any of the existing paths. 

15. (Original) The system of claim 12, wherein the device comprises a control unit 
providing access to a storage space, and wherein each proposed path connects one adaptor in the 
computer with one interface port in the control unit 
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16. (Previously presented) A system for selecting one of multiple proposed paths to a 
device, comprising: 

means for detemining, for each proposed path, a number of components the proposed 
path shares with existing paths to the device, wherein the components comprise points of failure 
such that if one component fails then the paths including the component fails; 

means for maintaining an availability index for each proposed path; 

means for using the determined number of shared components for each proposed path to 
select one proposed path; and 

means for incrementing the availability index fot each component of the proposed path 
and each existing path share, wherein the availability index is used to select the proposed path. 



17. (Original) An article of manufacture for use i n selecting one of multiple proposed 
paths to a device, the article of manufacture comprising code embedded in a computer readable 
medium capable of causing a processor to perform: 

for each proposed path, determining a number of components the proposed path shares 
with existing paths to the device, wherein the components comprise points of failure such that if 
one component fails then the paths including the component fails; and 

using the determined number of shared components for each proposed path to select one 
proposed path. 

18. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein using the determined 
number of shared components to select one proposed path comprises selecting the proposed path 
having a least number of shared components wi th existing paths, and wherein the selected 
proposed path is selected to provide an additional path to the device. 
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1 9. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein using the determined 
number of shared components to select one proposed path comprises selecting the proposed path 
having a greatest number of shared components with existing paths, wherein each proposed path 
comprises one existing path to the device, and wherein the selected proposed path is selected to 
be removed as one of the paths to the device. 

20. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein each path includes an 
adaptor in a computer and an interface port in the device, wherein determining the number of 
components the proposed path has in common with existing paths further comprises determining 
a number of components the adaptor in the proposed path shares with the adaptors of existing 
paths to the device and determining a number of components the proposed path shares with the 
interface cards of existing paths to the device, 

21 . (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 20, wherein each path further includes 
a source port and destination port on a switch, wherein the adaptor for a path connects to the 
source port of the switch and wherein the interface port for the path connects to the d estination 
port of the swi tch, wherein determining the number of components the proposed path has in 
common with existing paths further comprises detaining components on the switch the 
proposed path has in common with existing paths. 

22. (Original) The article of manufacture of claim 21, wherein detenuining components 
on the switch the proposed path has in common with existing paths further comprises causing the 
processor to perform : 

determining whether the proposed path and each existing path use the same switch; 
determining whether the source port of the proposed path is in a port card including the 
source or destination port of any of the existing paths; and 
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determining whether the destination, port of the proposed path is in a port card including 
the source or destination port of any of the existing paths. 

23, (Original) Th e article of manufacture of cl aim 20, wherein the device compri ses a 
control unit providing access to a storage space, and wherein each proposed path connects one 
adaptor in the computer with one interface port in the control unit. 

24. (Previously presented) An article of manufacture for use in selecting one of 
multiple proposed paths to a device, the article of manufacture comprising code embedded in a 
computer readable medium capable of causing a processor to perform: 

for each proposed path, determining a number of components the proposed path shares 
with existing paths to the device, wherein the compon ents comprise points of failure such that if 
one component fails then the paths including the component fails, and maintaining an availability 
index for each proposed path; 

using the determined number of shared components for each proposed path to select one 
proposed path by incrementing the availability index for each component of the propo$ed path 
and each existing path share, wherein the availability index is used to select the proposed path. 

25, (Previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 
maintaining an index for selecting the proposed path, wherein the index indicates a 

likelihood that a path m aintains availability in the event of failure of one of the components of 
the path. 

26. (Previously presented) The system of claim 9, further comprising: 
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means for maintaining an index for selecting the proposed path* wherein the index 
indicates a likelihood that a path m aintains availability in the event of failure of one of the 
components of the path. 

27. (Previously presented) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the code is 
further capable of causing the processor to perform: 



maintaining an index for selecting the proposed path, wherein the index indicates a 
likelihood that a path maintains availability in the event of failure of one of the components of 
the path. 
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